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Reflect on methodological strategies and 
instruments to better understand the political 
outcomes of civil society at different levels  
◦  (agenda setting, recognition by authorities, substantive 

outcomes) 

  Approach 
◦  Embedded logics of methods used  in studies of civil 

society  
◦   Requirements for accounts of political outcomes in 

transnational arenas of governance 
◦  Two methodological strategies  
◦  One provocation 



Exemplar: Mundy (2009):  
◦  conceptualize civil society’s educational 

governance capacity as a series of nested social 
compacts operating across subnational, national 
and global scales, increasingly supported by 
globally-networked social citizenship regimes. 

Civil society engagement occurs at key scales  
(or levels) of political aggregation: local, 
national, transnational 



  Exemplar: Verger & Novelli (2009) 
◦  Boomerang Effects: re-scaling strategies activated 

by local social movements through participation in 
international networks may be useful to project and 
amplify their local demands, and the reverse may 
also occur.  

  It is important to consider scale as a strategic 
mechanism for social movement and trade 
union action while avoiding falling in the trap 
of excessively simplistic localism or globalism  



  Exemplar: Chan (2010) 
◦  focus on how discursive events constitute a new 

knowledge regime and how power operates behind 
competing global health regimes 

  Focus on a “nodal governance framework 
decenters a traditional understanding of global 
governance structure according to existing power 
structures.  
◦  Instead, no set of nodes—formal or informal institution

—is given conceptual priority so that power mapping can 
be done along different interfaces,depending on a 
specific governing configuration”  (p. 10) 
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Explore political outcomes as a process 
occurring  over time and not as an 

outcome at a point in time  



• Conceives sociospatial 
relations principally 
through the lexicon of 
place 

• focuses 
one-sidedly 
on scale 

• focus on aspects of 
interconnections of 
networks,  

• subsumes all 
aspects of 
socio-spatial 
relations under 
the rubric of 
territoriality. 
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Territory 
• Bordering, 

Bounding, 
Enclosure 

• Construction 
of inside 
outside divides 

Place 
• Proximity, 

Spatial 
Embedding 

• Construction 
of spatial 
divisions of 
labor: core vs 
peripheral 

Scale 
• Verticality 
• Differentiation 

of social 
relations 
vertically 
among 
dominant 
nodal” and 
marginal 
scales  

Network 
• Inter-

connectivity, 
inter-
dependence 

• Building 
networks of 
nodal 
connectivity, 
among nodal 
points 



• Historically marked constellations of 
ideas, logics and assumptions that 
constitute objects and subjects 

Big D 
Discourse 

• language 
• Social interaction 

Small d 
discourse 

• Narrative logics; self identities; 
interpretive repertoires; material 
meditations 

Key d/ 
Discourse 
concepts 



  World Economic Forum 2010 

  Experts listed then debated 10 most pressing 
matters 
◦  Word Cloud reveals potential arenas for civil society 

engagement in contentious politics in overlapping 
arenas of global governance 






