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Members of the partnership 
•  Global Campaign for Education  
•  Education International  
•  UvA/IS Academe Education & Development research 

team: 
–  Case study Brazil: Anja Eickelberg 
–  Case study The Philippines: Joosje Hoop 
–  Case study Ecuador: Jonah Sarfatij  
–  Case study Ghana and Zambia: Felice van der Plaat 
–  Case study India: Laura Grant 

•  Coordinators: Mario Novelli and Antoni Verger 

Innovative Research Approach linking practitioners and 
researchers in the co-production and design, and incorporating 
Masters students into the research project.  



GCE and multi-scalar politics  

•  The GCE seeks to pressure international 
institutions and donors to meet the 
‘Education for All’ commitments  

•  The GCE is also constituted by regional 
and national coalitions to pressure 
national / local governments to reach EFA  



Objectives 
•  (1) Developing theoretically informed and 

empirically driven cases studies on the 
experiences and impact of 6 GCE national 
coalitions.  

•  (2) Drawing on the findings of the 6 case-
studies to feed into a broader examination 
of the role and nature of regional/global 
civil society in transnational advocacy 
campaigns in the field of education  



Key Issues  
Process 
•  What has been the historical evolution of each the national coalitions?  
•  What have been the strategies developed to achieve the coalitions 

objectives?  
•  What is the nature of the relationship between different affiliates of the civil 

society coalition?  
•  What is the nature of the relationship between teachers unions and broader 

civil society coalition members? 
•  What is the nature of the relationship between national coalitions and the 

regional and International HQ?  
Impact 
•  What have been the effects of advocacy coalitions in the education field in 

each country?  
•  Why do similar coalitions obtain different political outcomes? 
•  How are the strategy and the outcomes conditioned by the context? 



Methodology 
Stage 1  
•  Country case studies: Thick Description  

–  Interviews 
–  Participatory observation 
–  Focus groups 
–  Document analysis 
–  Participatory Workshops 

Stage 2   
•  Comparative Analysis – critically analyse the self 

perceptions of the coalitions on their histories, strategies, 
and successes & the power relations nationally, 
regionally and internationally 



CPE of Social Movements 
•  Towards a CPE of Social Movements 

–  Integrating more cultural and material theories of social 
movements 

–  CPE embraces both the cultural & spatial turn in social theory 
seeking to synthesise insights from a range of SM theories  

•  Cultural - NSM, Framing (Ideas/Discourses Matter) 
•  Material – Resource Mobilisation Theory, Political 

Opportunity Structures (Political Structures/Resources) 
•  Scalar – Transnational Advocacy Networks (Keck & 

Sikking), Geographies of Social Movements (Routledge, 
Herod, Wills, Wright) (Geography matters – politics of 
scale)  



Strategic-Relational Approach  
•  SRA central to Cultural Political Economy  
•  Recognises strategic/discursive strategy of 

social movements structured environment 
•  Recognises that neither structures/nor 

movements are static – a process in 
motion (strategic learning)  

•  Recognise central role of ideas/agency 
•  Recognises scale as socially constructed, 

but also a container of social relations 



A CPE of Civil Society Advocacy for Education For All  



Impact dimensions 
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•  Act 

Political 
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Of National Coalitions  



Impact dimensions 

•  Budget 
•  Act 

Political 

•  Consults 
•  Recognition 

Procedimental 
•  Values 
•  Public 

opinion 

Symbolic 

Can it be 
attributable to 
the coalition?  

Does a seat at 
the table imply 
success or co-

option?  

Can it be 
attributable 

to the 
coalition?  

Does success reflect the 
minimalist nature of the 

demands? Demands that 
foreclose more radical 
educational ambitions?  



Problem of Studying Civil Society 
& EFA 

•  Everybody supports EFA, the debate is 
what constitutes it? and what is done in the 
name of EFA?  

•  Civil Society is not an independent space, 
but a terrain of contestation –
interpenetrated by states (national & 
international) & capital (national & 
international) & N/S inequalities 



Bottom Up & Top Down Civil Society 
 In a ‘bottom-up’ sense, civil society is the realm in which those who 
are disadvantaged by globalization of the world economy can 
mount their protests and seek alternatives. This can happen 
through local community groups that reflect diversity of cultures 
and evolving social practices world wide. Looking beyond local 
grass roots initiatives is the project of a ‘civic state’, a new form of 
political authority based upon a participatory democracy. More 
ambitious still is the vision of a ‘global civil society’ in which these 
social movements together constitute a basis for an alternative 
world order.In a ‘top-down’ sense, however, states and corporate 
interests influence the development of this current version of civil 
society towards making it an agency for stabilizing the social and 
political status quo. The dominant hegemonic forces penetrate and 
coopt elements of popular movements. State subsidies to 
nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) incline the latter’s 
objectives towards conformity with established order and thus 
enhance the legitimacy of the prevailing order. 

Cox, R (1999)Civil society at the turn of the millenium: prospects for an 
alternative world order. Review of International Studies (1999), 25, 3–28 


