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Starting Points 

•  Researching the outcomes of civil society 
advocacy and campaigning coalitions: linking the 
global with the national and the local levels, 
horizontally as well as vertically 

•  Via case studies from the Global Campaign for 
Education 

•  Reflecting on emerging issues for research 
•  In the context of globalisation with new spaces, 

new challenges and new lessons for civil society 



Research challenges that resonate 
with coalition challenges include: 

•  Building trust across global inequalities of power 
& resources, framing issue(s) with 

•  Sharing understandings across differences of 
context, taking account of horizontal as well as 
vertical links 

•  Taking account of differing timeframes 
•  Identifying ‘representative’ research participants 

and 
•  Working towards inclusive, democratically 

accountable & participative approaches 



Who frames / decides what counts? 

•  In terms of international policies and access to 
resources – as defined by E f A  or wider (to 
include Early Years and Adult Learning) 

•  Related to national policies and resources and 
•  Local policies, including whether/ how resources 

reach schools/ quality of education provided, 
enrolment & retention (girls as well as boys) 

AND in terms of 
•  Building sustainable civil society coalitions? 
•  Developing active citizenship across levels of 

governance, horizontally as well as vertically?   



The case study research 

•  ‘Vertical slice’ studies in India and Nigeria 
•  Selected for sheer numbers & complexity 

of the layers of governance involved 
•  And the active engagement of civil society 

despite their differing histories 
•  Plus interviews in UK and participation in 

key GCE (e.g. Week of Action & World 
Assembly) events 



The Global Campaign for 
Education: ‘unique coalition’ 

•  Emerging from INGO/ national campaigns for 
Education for All, now an MDG (at least at 
primary level) following pressure at Dakar, 2000 

•  Continuing campaigning for EFA PLUS – e.g. 
annual Weeks of Action with 9 million activists -  
until 2015 

•  Linking international advocacy with regional, 
national, state and local/ down to village-level 
community action 

•  Reducing those out of school from 125 to 75 
million already 



GCE/ EFA at each level 

•  Internationally campaigning for aid/ debt relief & 
against budget controls 

•  Regional pressures on national governments 
•  National campaigns e.g. for constitutional 

amendment & resources 
•  State/ local campaigns for resources & support  
•  Community involvement with schools, teachers, 

parents & school students themselves  



Links & Interconnections 

•  International advocacy gains legitimacy from 
having strong local, national & regional roots 

•  Local, national & regional advocacy & 
campaigning gains strength as well as resources 
from being part of an international coalition 

•   Participants’ perspectives of themselves as 
active citizens develop, both North & South  



Village Child Protection Committee 

Andhra Pradesh, India 2006 



Bridge Camp School 

Andhra Pradesh, India 2006 



Issues to be addressed in India and 
Nigeria 

•  Overall lack of resources & poverty 
•  Resources not reaching local schools: shortages 

of trained teachers, buildings, school furniture, 
books etc 

•  Even with supporting federal legislation, 
implementation also requiring active involvement 
of states/ local authorities 

•  And traditional attitudes and practice (e.g. re 
girls’ schooling) needing to be challenged  



Village School in Niger State, Nigeria 



Supporting local women making their voice 
heard, Niger State, Nigeria 



What do participants say 
themselves? 

•  ‘Being part of an international network is 
about ‘not working in isolation. This is 
even more important than the money. It’s 
influencing the policy frameworks that 
come with the money that’s key’ 

•  ‘it becomes so much safer when you have 
a regional network to critique government. 
It is safer at global level to do daring 
things’ 



What do participants themselves 
say?  

•  GCE ‘was born out of national needs rather than 
being created top-down, internationally’ 

•  ‘With 74,000 schools in A.P. there is no way that 
these can be run effectively from Hyderbad 
without the involvement of civil society locally’ 

•  Local involvement is vital in challenging attitudes 
and customs )e.g. child labour, early marriages) 
& ‘we need to get local leaders on board’ 



But a cautionary note? 

•  ‘I can’t say that I feel like a global citizen’ 
•  ‘ I feel like a second class citizen outside 

Nigeria’ .. ‘we are made to feel that if you 
come from a developing country’ 

•  So who is learning what about being a 
global citizen, North and South? 



Potential tensions 

•  Challenges of ensuring that coalition 
structures and processes are transparent , 
genuinely representative and 
democratically accountable, North and 
South 

•  And that coalitions are sustainable for the 
longer-term (to 2015 and even beyond if 
necessary) 



Emerging lessons: re structures 
•  Importance of building upon local, national & 

regional roots in civil society 
•  With decision-making structures clearly led from 

the global South 
•  Supported but not dominated by civil society 

organisations in the global North 
•  With transparency of decision-making, & on-

going dialogue 
•  And effective mechanisms for ensuring that 

partners are genuinely representative 



Emerging lessons re 
sustainability 

•  the need for on-going support for partner 
organisations and groups, including 
resourcing for participation  

•  To be provided separately from other 
funding streams 

•   With continuing access to expert 
knowledge and skills too 



Changing perceptions of citizenship: 
building international solidarity? 

•  Involvement in local, national, global advocacy 
coalitions CAN impact upon participants’ 
perceptions, including their perceptions of 
themselves as citizens 

•  But global inequalities still impact upon these 
perceptions, especially in the global South 

•  Highlighting the importance of development 
education/ education for citizenship in North 



Emerging Issues for Research 
•  Importance of developing trust between 

research partners, North and South 
•  Working in transparent & participative ways 
•  With shared framing of key issues & goals 
•  Developing shared ‘Theories of Change’ taking 

account of diversity of levels and contexts 
•  And shared approaches to questions around 

‘who speaks for whom?’ 
•  With shared understandings re needs of differing 

audiences for research findings at differing 
stages 


