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Departure: The growth of racial 
policies in Brazil (2000’s) 

•  Fight racism at school (with the 10.639/2003 
law) 

•  Quota policy at public (and free) universities 

•  Main ini&a&ves in educa&on  

•  Racial policies as a “flow” 
•  Ini$a$ves in different areas 
•  “families” and “genera$ons”’ of policies (Jaccoud & 
Beghin, 2002) 

The influence of Durban  



Local, national, and global 
processes: the multi and 

inter-scalarity of the 
emergence of race issues in 

Brazilian public policies  



Multi-scalar processes and power 
relationships 

•  Brazil: Archipelago Geography & 
Geography of National Integration 

Importance of different scales (local, regional, 
na$onal) to poli$cal processes in Brazil 



The Durban Conference 
Outcomes  
in relation to afro-descendent populations and education: 

•  Expression ‘afro-descendent’ made accepted word in UN arena. 
•  Recognition existence of African descent populations in and their 

cultural, economic, political and scientific contributions, and the 
persistence of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related 
intolerance that specifically affect them (art. 33 Durban declaration). 

•  Recognition urgency implementation public policies that eliminate 
the social disadvantages concerning this group. 

•  Definition time limit until 2015 for accomplishment of actions (par. 
176 Durban Action Plan). 

•  In relation to theme 3 (‘measures of prevention, education and 
protection aimed at the eradication of racism’): the ‘importance of 
education as an instrument to combat racial, ethnic, national, 
cultural and religious stereotypes’ was affirmed.  



The Durban Conference 

Outcomes  
•  ‘Seven years after the approval of the Durban 

Declaration and Program of Action, despite the 
efforts of civil society and some states in the 
region, there is still not enough institutionally, nor 
the necessary financial resources for 
implementing the initiatives established to 
combat racism and all forms of discrimination.’  

 (Declaración de la Sociedad Civil de las Américas de cara  
a la Conferencia Mundial de Revisión de Durban, 2008: 1)  



Durban as a process 
- not an event - 

•  Greatest impact of Conference in the 
multi- and inter-scalar process of 
preparation: 

emergence of political opportunities to 
increase/ intensify/ disseminate and 
provoke the problematization/ framing of 
race issues on and between different 
scales 



Durban as a process 
- not an event - 

•  4 official scales of the Conference (global, regional/
inter-national, national, regional/intra-national) 
–  Brazil: 8 state/ regional/intra-national conferences, 1 national 

conference, 1 regional/inter-national conference (Santiago, 
Chile) 

•  Simultaneously, pre-Durban process stimulated (non-
official) local, national and regional mobilization on 
different scales: 
-  Organization of civil society movements on different scales 

 e.g. in L.A.C:  
 ‘Pro-Conference Mobilizing Committee’, 2000 
 ‘Strategic Afro-Latino-American and Caribbean Alliance Pro-third 
World Conference against Racism’    



Durban as a process 
- not an event - 

-  Cooperation between different, civil society 
actors (SM’s -mainly Black Movement- and 
universities) and state actors. 

-  Leadership roles being given to new (SM, mainly 
Black Movement) actors 

-  Plural composition of the National Preparation 
Committee 

-  Key role played by document ‘National Policies 
to Counteract Racism and Racial Discrimination’, 
elaborated by Braz. Black Movement, in final 
national preparatory report.  



Durban as a process 
- not an event - 

•  Due to protagonist role Brazilian Black Movement race issue 
became stronger on different scales within Brazil, but not at the 
global scale (example MDG’s, EFA, GCE). 

•  Carneiro (2002: 212) writes: 
  ‘Beyond the objective of preventing the approval of any proposal 
that would open loopholes for reparations, they [Western countries] 
also fought to impede the condemnation of the colonial past, 
especially because this would signify questioning and criticizing the 
grounds that justified colonization and the economic expansion of 
the West: (a) supposed racial and cultural superiority, and (b) the 
conviction of their civilizing mission in relation to peoples considered 
inferior or rather the certainty that they awakened the people of 
Africa to civilization and earmarked the unused goods in Africa for 
the progress of all of humanity’. 
    



1. Durban as a process, not an event – emphasize the 
simultaneities, the multi and interscalar processes 
2. 3 or 4 scales of organization of conference (global, 
international, national and regional) that has resulted in 
political opportunities in another scales  
3. the racial issue became strong in brazil in different 
scales, but not at the world scale (some issues like 
race are not included in global agenda – global and/or 
local agendas, subaltern agendas) 
4. protagonist role of the social movement 

Conclusions 


