
 

 

 
HANDOUT IS ACADEMIE PUBLIC LECTURE 

 
PROGRAMME 
19.30-20.00 Welcome and kick-off: preview of a short IS Academie film production, Ramiro – a 

teacher’s journey by Mieke Lopes Cardozo and Rikjan Scholten  
20.00-20.35      Public lecture by Mario Novelli, University of Sussex 
20.35-20.50 Reactions by discussants Ronald Wormgoor (MinBuZa) and Lia van Nieuwenhuijzen 

(Save the Children) 
20.50-21.15 Debate with the audience 
21.15 Drinks (upstairs)  
 
For more information on the IS Academie Education and International Development, please visit our blog or 
Facebook:  
 

http://educationanddevelopment.wordpress.com/  
https://www.facebook.com/educationandinternationaldevelopment 

 
 

Between Austerity and Security – Development Co-operation and Education Systems in 
Low Income Countries 

 
Dr. Mario Novelli, Centre for International Education (CIE), University of Sussex, UK  

 
Through insights from the education sector, this presentation will provide some initial reflections on the way the 
global financial crisis and the new security agenda are effecting the rationale, volume, purpose and direction of 
international development assistance from key OECD donors. Central to the presentation is the argument that 
crisis and austerity in the West is conditioning the way international development assistance is being 
understood and utilized and that this becomes intertwined  with a second ‘conditioning’ factor which is the 
increased concern on ‘security’ by the major international donors, since 9/11 and the onset of the ‘war on terror’. 
Pressures to justify sending money abroad whilst things are difficult at home, and pressure to ensure that aid 
projects are contributing to both ‘our’ own security and prosperity are in danger of undermining attempts since 
the end of the Cold war to make aid more transparent, democratic, accountable and sustainable. The 
discourses and practices of development agencies funding education have shifted from a focus on education as 
a human right aimed at the most marginal towards a focused targeting of aid to achieve economic and 
geopolitical objectives: soft power diplomacy, winning hearts and minds, opening up education sectors to 
market prerogatives in developing countries and utilizing educational assistance as a mode of cultural influence. 
All of this is shifting both the geography and content of aid to education. Parallels to the last decades of the Cold 
War will be drawn to explore the way conditionalities and priorities relating to Western economic and 
geopolitical interests undermined both the ideals and the outcomes of international development cooperation, 
and further damaged the credibility of international development assistance as a mode of international solidarity 
and reinforced its image as a tool of Western domination and control.  
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Mario Novelli is Deputy Director of the Centre for International Education (CIE), University of Sussex. His 
research explores the relationship between education, globalisation and international development, with a 
specific focus on education and conflict. He has recently published work on the role of education in peace 
building; political violence against educators in Colombia; the securitisation of aid to education and on issues 
related to the new geopolitics of aid to education after 9/11. Between 2006 and 2010 he worked at the 
University of Amsterdam, and led a 5 year research and capacity building partnership project between the 
University of Amsterdam and the Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs on education and development, with a strong 
focus on issues relating to education and conflict in low income countries. Over the last ten years he has 
worked on projects with UNICEF; UNESCO; UNESCO:IIEP; Education International; the Global Campaign For 
Education; Open Society Foundations; The International Rescue Committee; DFID and the Dutch Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs. He teaches on the Masters in International Education and Development at the University of 
Sussex, and is the programme leader of the International Doctorate in Education. m.novelli@sussex.ac.uk     
 
Discussants 
 
Ronald Wormgoor is Strategic Policy Adviser at the Department for Stabilisation and Humanitarian Assistance 
in the Netherlands Ministry of Foreign Affairs and, among others, responsible for policy development in the field 
of humanitarian affairs, security, peace building and recovery. Previously, he served as an Economic Adviser in 
the Office of Middle East Quartet Envoy, Rt. Hon. Tony Blair in Jerusalem and as a Diplomat in the Netherlands 
Representative Office to the Palestinian Authorities in Ramallah. He worked at the European Union Department 
in the Ministry during the Dutch EU Presidency in 2004. Before joining the Ministry in 2002 he was a Business 
Development Analyst for the American company Reliant Energy International and a Research Analyst at 
UNCTAD in Geneva. He graduated in Business Administration at the Erasmus University Rotterdam. 
 
Lia van Nieuwenhuijzen is working since 2004 at Save the Children Netherlands as a programme manager 
and education specialist. She worked during 14 years in Latin America, mainly in conflict affected areas in 
Nicaragua, El Salvador and Peru. Immediately following the end of civil war in El Salvador (1993) she was 
engaged with a grass root organization in one of the most war affected areas to set up (basic) education for the 
population in 36 small villages that returned to their original places. In Peru she did a masters on bilingual 
intercultural education and further developed and applied the “Reflect Action” approach to development 
programmes. Furthermore she succeeded negotiating with the Ministry of Education (directly after the collapse 
of the Fujimori dictatorship) to apply the Reflect Action approach for the new national literacy programme where 
she continuously worked as a master trainer. For Save the Children she developed several education 
programmes in (post) conflict countries, such as Pakistan, Afghanistan, Colombia and South Sudan. She also 
coordinated the so called Schokland project on education in (post) conflict countries where several Dutch 
NGO’s with support of the Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs successfully cooperated in the implementation of the 
project.  
 
Questions and contact: 
Joëtta Zoetelief – J.M.Zoetelief@uva.nl (research assistant)  
Mieke Lopes Cardozo – T.A.Lopescardozo@uva.nl (project coordinator) 
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