
                                        Conflictive Context 

Education Policies in the Mindanao Conflict, 
promoting an identity supremacy or pluralism? 

Issues explored in a context of conflict:
● Inter-ethnic relations management through education 
● Children’s (12 year-olds) process of meaning-making 
● Teachers training (cultural awareness and pedadogy)  
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How do public schools and integrated madaris in the Philippines approach cultural diversity 
with respect to the Muslim minority and how do these schools influence students’ identities 
and their perceptions of social tensions in Mindanao?

School 1: Public School School 2: Integrated Madaris
Education Provider : DepEd & USAID

Teachers: Background Christian with 
litte knowledge about Muslims’ culture and langauge
Curriculum: exlusive of Arabic Language and Islamic 
Education
Contact between Christian and Muslim peers: no

Education Provider : DepEd & Islamic 
Development Bank 
Teachers Background: Christian and
 Muslim, the Ustad only teach Islamic subjects
Curriculum Inclusive of Arabic Language
and Islamic Education
Contact between Christian and Muslim peers: yes

The study highlights the political power 
of education with reference to Article 29 
of the CRC, addressing how this is 
done in countries of conflict

“Education systems may, for their part, be it through 
the structural effects of the social stats allocation through 
education careers, be it through the conveyed knowledge, 
attitudes and identity concepts, make a decisive 
contribution to the creation or intensification of societal 
tension, and in particular ethnic tension, which ultimately 
develops into violent conflicts.” (Seitz, 2004: 17)

Mindanao Conflict 
 Self determination of Muslim minority 
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 FINDINGS Public schools such as school-1 seem to foster 
children’s development into a Tagalog (and Visayan) 
speaking Filipino with secular ambitions. Through contact, 
children develop knowledge about the other, yet differences 
are not critically discussed and the conflict is approached in 
terms of ‘bad people’ and ‘traitors’; which is problematic to 
the extent that children remain unaware of the historical 
injustice behind the tensions. In integrated madaris such as 
school-2, on the other hand, children develop a Maranao and 
Tagalog speaking Filipino identity inclusive of religious and 
secular ambitions. Lack of contact with peers of Christian 
backgrounds and the circulation of Muslim political narratives 
foster children’s appreciation of the political reasons of the 
conflict; yet distance them from the Christian perspective 
thus leaving room for biased information to be spread 
unchallanged. In both schools children’s identities and 
perceptions of their conflictive society tend to not be critically 
challenged which results in generally uncritical social 
perceptions.
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