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Dutch education policy 1990-2010 (1)

 Until 1990 policy mostly focussed on higher education

 Change triggered by World Conference on Education for All, Jomtien (1990): 
1993-23 countries-46 activities-€8.6 mln

 Second half nineteen’s: steady trend towards priority for EFA; parliament 
(VVD: van der Stoel-Remak-Hessing) and civil society (Oxfam Novib)

 World Education Forum Dakar (2000): 6 EFA goals ECD, UPE, life skills, 
literacy, gender parity and education quality 

 MoF Basic Education Policy Note “Education: a basic human right”

 Millennium Development Goals 2 and 3 (2001):

 Every child be able to complete full cycle of primary education by 2015

 Eliminate gender disparity in primary and secondary education, 
preferably by 2005, and to all levels of education no later than 2015

 2001: 15% of ODA budget for education.
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Dutch education policy 1990-2010 (2) 

 15 partner countries with education advisors at the Embassy, supporting  
education sector programmes, different aid modalities, aligning and 
harmonizing support.

 Support from HQ: multilateral (UNICEF post conflict/ECD); EFA/FTI (now 
GPE), Silent Partnerships and NGO’s (FAWE, GCE and EI).

 Policy development HQ (linking local-global); consultants on issues like 
PFM and HIV/aids and IS Academy. 

 2007 peak year with € 650 mln: partner countries  (40%), FTI (22%), 
silent partnerships (12%), General Budget Support (7%), multilateral 
organisations (8%), NGO’s (8%) and other (3%).

 Policy priority for education already decreased as from 2007: Balkenende
4 - Koenders: focus on security and development; growth and equity; 
climate and energy; gender and SRHR (MDG 2 is on track)

 Economic crises: more attention for economic growth, labour market 
needs, doubts about effectiveness of aid.



Policy shift as of the end of 2010

 Cut in general aid budget – as of 2014 biggest cut in general aid 
budget ever (less than 0.7%)

 Focus on economic growth, private sector, trade

 Priorities: security and rule of law; water; food security; sexual 
and reproductive health and rights

 Education: no priority 

 The Netherlands has no added value in education, others are better 
and are doing more

 However: Policy review by IOB of Basic Education

Policy 1999-2009 showed:

 Support to basic education highly relevant

 Major contribution to more and better basic education

 Unfinished business: out-of-school children, quality and

fragile states
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Implications for education

 Phasing out of bilateral education programs: 2013 Zambia and Burkina 
Faso; 2014 Bolivia and 2015 Pakistan

 Large reduction of budget: from € 650 mln in 2007 to € 229 mln in 
2012 and € 167 mln in 2014 (including higher education €65 mln ); 
2015 only €80 mln (including higher education €65 mln)

 Support for multilateral programs decreased to a lower level (GPE €
120 mln 2011-2014) or stayed the same (UNICEF Peace Building 
and Education € 120 mln 2012-2015)

 Education should support 4 policy priorities (vocational education in 
Mali, Bangladesh, Yemen and Uganda)

 Responsible phasing out: hand over to other bilateral donors like UK in 
Zambia and Luxembourg in Burkina Faso or additional funding through 
GPE.

EFA Global Monitoring Report 2012:
Aid cuts by the Netherlands jeopardize education gains!
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Dutch policy on Education in Conflict-Affected Countries

Fragile States Policy (2008) and Security and Rule of Law (2012):

 Improving human security and promoting legal order

 Contributing to legitimate governments with enough capacity to carry out 
the most essential tasks

 Achieving visible results (peace dividend) through rapid delivery of services 
and employment

Education Policy Instruments:

 Multilateral: FTI/GPE; UNICEF (Education in Emergencies; Peacebuilding 
and Education)

 Bilateral: Pakistan, Sudan, Afghanistan, Yemen, Uganda, Mali

 Civil Society: MFS 1 + 2 and Millennium Agreement 

 Netherlands Initiative for Capacity Development in Higher Education 
(NICHE) 

 Networking and Knowledge Building: INEE, IS Academy
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The Facts

 Children living in conflict-affected countries are more than twice as likely to be 
malnourished, three times as likely to miss primary school and almost twice as 
likely to die before age 5 compared to children in other developing countries.

 The percentage out-of-school children in conflict-affected countries rose from 
42% in 2008 to 50% in 2011 (28.5 million), the majority girls.

 Children in conflict-affected countries are nearly 3 times as likely to be out of 
primary school than in other low income countries.

 In 2011 20 million out-of-school adolescents were living in conflict-affected 
countries, of which 11 million female. 

 Enrollment rates in secondary school are nearly one-third 

lower in conflict-affected countries.

 Education receives only 1.4% of humanitarian aid, a 

reduction from 2.2% from three years ago. 
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Why education for peacebuilding

 Education is crucial to peacebuilding and to fostering more cohesive 
societies; education protects children from violent conflict and creates safe 
and secure learning environment; provides protection and sense of 
normalcy.

 Education is central to identity formation, promotes inclusion and 
contributes to state building

 Education can help address the inequalities that generate conflict.

 Conflict destroys opportunities for education –

and education contributes to conflict:

 Unequal provision fuels social disparities

 Curriculum reinforcing ethnic, language and

religious divisions

 Failing youth aspirations and weak link to

labour market



Policy Instruments for Education in Conflict-Affected Countries (1)

Multilateral

 Global Partnership for Education (GPE) (2002-today) 

 Focus on strengthening education systems

 Mechanism for accelerated support in fragile contexts (Somalia, CAR)

 28 countries out of 59 developing country partners receive support e.g. Somalia, CAR, 
Liberia, Sierra Leone, Yemen, DRC

 Focus on coordination and strengthening LEG’s with civil society participation

 Strong involvement Netherlands: funding (EUR 600 mln), innovation and secondment.

 UNICEF Education in Emergencies and Post Crisis Transition Programme (2007-
2011) 

 To put education in emergency and post-crisis transition countries back on track 
towards education for all by rebuilding education systems and restore learning.

 Support to 38 countries  (2009); USD 201 mln

 Examples: school tents, schoolkits, accelerated learning programmes, prevention
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Policy Instruments for Education in Conflict-Affected Countries (2)

Multilateral

 UNICEF Peacebuilding, Education and Advocacy Programme (PBEA) (2012-2015) 

 Innovative, cross-sectoral programme focusing on education and peacebuilding in 14 
countries (€ 120 mln).

 Increase inclusion of education into peacebuilding policy (conflict analysis 
mainstreamed into long term education sector plans; curricula more conflict-sensitive)

 Increase institutional capacity to provide conflict-sensitive education (training MoE
staff in textbook revision, training inspectors & school heads on conflict-sensitive 
management and prevention of violence against children)

 Increase capacities of children, parents, teachers to prevent, reduce and cope with 
conflict and promote peace (reintegration refugee children, training of teachers in host 
communities, conflict resolution training)

 Increase access to quality and relevant conflict-sensitive education (distribution 
textbooks, materials on tolerance of cultural diversity)

 Contribute to the generation and use of evidence and knowledge in policies and 
programming related to education, conflict and peacebuilding (conflict analyses in 
14 countries, role of education in addressing types of violence).
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Policy Instruments for Education in Conflict-Affected Countries (3)

Bilateral

 Education support through our embassies in Yemen, Uganda, Pakistan and 
Mali

Civil Society

 Support to Dutch NGO’s like Save the Children, Warchild, ZOA

 Millennium agreement with Dutch NGO’s in Colombia, Sudan and 
Afghanistan.

Capacity development higher education

 Capacity building in TVET and Higher Education

in Yemen, Rwanda, Colombia, South Sudan

Burundi, Uganda, Mali

Networking and knowledge building 

 IS Academy and INEE
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How does the future education agenda look 

 In the Netherlands: 
 Until 2015 three programs: Global Partnership for Education; 

UNICEF Peace Building and Education; and Higher Education
 After 2015 ??? Given the budget cuts, even this support is 

uncertain
 Keep on making the case for the importance of education for 

development and policy priorities (peacebuilding)

 At Global level:
 There is momentum: UNSG Education First Initiative, GPE 

Replenishment (new funding windows), new players, increased 
funding by some countries.

 Education Post-2015: key words are access/inclusion, equity, 
learning/relevance and transition.

 UN MyWorld2015 survey: 1.4 million people; 2/3 have listed 
education as one of their top priorities
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Thank you!

Any questions?


