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Introducing the Research 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
‘Learning for Peace’ – the four-year Peacebuilding, Education and Advocacy Programme (PBEA) – is 
a partnership between UNICEF, the Government of the Netherlands, the national governments of 14 
participating countries and other key supporters.  It is an innovative, cross-sectoral programme 
focusing on education and peacebuilding. The stated goal of the Learning for Peace programme is to 
strengthen resilience, social cohesion and human security in conflict-affected contexts, including 
countries at risk of, or experiencing and recovering from, conflict. 
 
Between July 2014 and December 2015 the Research Consortium on Education and 
Peacebuilding, a partnership between UNICEF and the University of Amsterdam, the University of 
Sussex and the University of Ulster, will address one of the PBEA key objectives  – ‘contributing to 
the generation and use of evidence and knowledge in policies and programming related to education, 
conflict and peacebuilding’. 
 
The Consortium will carry out research in five PBEA countries; Liberia, Myanmar, Pakistan, Sierra 
Leone and Uganda, on three thematic areas: 
 

In addition, throughout the research project and as a cross cutting theme in all three areas, the 
research project aims to understand the dynamics and impact of various forms of direct and indirect 
violence in relation to education systems and educational actors in situations of conflict. Each 
thematic focus will also include a gender analysis. 
 
The research seeks to generate evidence that can inform policy and practice aimed at the global and 
national peacebuilding community, and the global and national education and international 
development communities.  
. 
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RESEARCH AREAS  

The consortium will carry out dedicated research in the following three areas: 

1. Integration of Education into Peacebuilding Processes at Global and Country Levels. 

This research area addresses two main questions: 

a) To what extent is education (as part of social service provision) integrated into broader peacebuilding 

policies and practices at the global and country levels? 

b) What policies and programmes are being adopted to ensure the integration of education into 

peacebuilding at country level? 

 

To address the first question, a systematic review of the literature on social service delivery and 

peacebuilding (with a special emphasis on education) will be conducted, including interviews with 

representatives of United Nations peacebuilding agencies and identification of examples of country 

peacebuilding programmes that illustrate opportunities for and obstacles to the inclusion of education in 

peacebuilding strategies. 

 

Investigating the second question will involve a three stage approach in each of the five countries consisting 

of Education Sector Plan analysis in terms of conflict sensitivity, stakeholder analysis with key audiences at 

the national level, and analysis of education programmes at country level in terms of their relevance to 

conflict transformation and peacebuilding. 

 

Theme Leader: Professor Alan Smith, University of Ulster 

2. The Role of Teachers in Peacebuilding. 

This research area will identify elements of education policy 
interventions that have enabled teachers to become active agents of 
peacebuilding in post-conflict countries and that may inform future 
interventions. It will investigate the conditions under which education 
interventions focused on teachers can promote peace and mitigate 
and reduce violence. The research aims to identify measures and 
processes that can increase the effectiveness of such programmes in 
conflict affected situations. 
 
Specifically this research will address: 
a) Teacher training 
b) Teacher recruitment, deployment and management 
c) Teacher performance and practices 
d) Curriculum and textbook reform 
 
Theme Leader: Dr Yusuf Sayed, University of Sussex 

3. The Role of Formal and Non-Formal Peacebuilding Education Programmes Targeting Youth. 

This research area aims to increase learning among education and peacebuilding policymakers and 
practitioners at global and country levels on methods of maximising youth’s unique capacities, energy and 
potential as ‘peace makers’. 
 
This research area will take into consideration the impact of (un)safe learning environments for youth, and 
the role of (in)direct and structural violence in the relevant educational settings, including instances of 
institutionally based violence and gender-based violence.  It analyses the impact of both formal and non 
formal peacebuilding education initiatives on the agency of youth to develop strategies that 
enhance/impede peacebuilding processes in society. 
 
Theme Leader:  Dr Mieke Lopes Cardozo, University of Amsterdam 

 

The consortium 
commitment to policy 

relevance also 
involves a commitment 
to strengthen capacity 
through partnerships 
with local researchers 

and research 
institutions in the five  

countries. 
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The Research Consortium on Education and Peacebuilding 

 
 

 

 

Amsterdam Institute for Social Science Research (AISSR), University of Amsterdam 

The AISSR Programme Group Governance and Inclusive Development (http://aissr.uva.nl/programme-

groups/item/governance-and-inclusive-development.html) consists of an interdisciplinary team of researchers 

focusing on issues relating to global and local issues of governance and development. The Research Cluster 

Governance of Education, Development and Social Justice focuses on multilevel politics of education and 

development, with a specific focus on processes of peacebuilding in relation to socio-economic, political and 

cultural (in)justices. The research group since 2006 has maintained a particular research focus on education, 

conflict and peacebuilding, as part of its co-funded ‘IS Academie’ research project with the Dutch Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Centre for International Education, University of Sussex 

The Centre for International Education (CIE) (www.sussex.ac.uk/education/cie) was founded in 1989 on the 

premise that education is a basic human right that lies at the heart of development processes aimed at social 

justice, equity, social and civic participation, improved wellbeing, health, economic growth and poverty reduction.  

It is recognised as one of the premiere research centres working on education and international development in 

Europe. The Centre has also secured a prestigious UK ESRC/DFID grant to carry out research on the Role of 

Teachers in Peacebuilding in Conflict Affected Contexts, which aligns directly with the research strategy of the 

PBEA programme and will form part of the broader research partnership. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UNESCO Centre at the University of Ulster 

Established in 2002 the UNESCO Centre (www.unescocentre.ulster.ac.uk) at the University of Ulster provides 

specialist expertise in education, conflict and international development.  It builds on a strong track record of 

research and policy analysis related to education and conflict in Northern Ireland. Over the past ten years the 

UNESCO Centre has increasingly used this expertise in international development contexts, working with DFID, 

GiZ, Norad, Save the Children, UNESCO, UNICEF and the World Bank,  providing research on education and 

social cohesion, the role of education in reconciliation and analysis of aid to education in fragile and conflict 

affected situations. 
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