
Methodology 

• Individual interviews (N = 47) 

• (Participatory) observation 

• Focus groups (N = 13, 50 

students) 

• Student survey (N = 50) 

• Teacher survey (N = 19) 

• Statistical data on education 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Problem statement 

• Sri Lanka is a multi-ethnic society: 74.9% Sinhalese (Buddhist/Christian), 11.2% 

Tamil (Hindu/Christian), 9.2% Muslim (Islam) 

• Sri Lanka suffered from 26 years of ethnic conflict which ended in 2009 

• Peace education policy since 2008 

• However, less emphasis on peace education in post-war development phase 

• International trend: students as  active agents in the peacebuilding process 

 
 

 Main research question 

How does the critical cultural political economy of education influence the implementation and effects of peace 

education in the North Western Province of Sri Lanka, and how does this influence secondary school students' 

perceptions on social cohesion and motivations and strategies to become strategic actors towards social cohesion in 

their country? 
 

 
 

 

Actors towards change? 
How peace education influences students’ motivations and strategies to contribute to 

social cohesion in Sri Lanka 
Nathalie Metheuver 

 

 Provisional answer to main research question 

• Peace education is implemented through co-curricular activities in the North Western Province. 

• However due to a lack of political emphasis , an exam-oriented system, and a lack of child-centered education the implementation and effects are minimal. 

• Students perceive their power to contribute to social cohesion as limited to local level activities. 

• Students develop strategies to contribute to social cohesion in their immidiate surroundings and strive to become well-educated people to contribute to social cohesion on a 

national level in the future. 

 

 
 

 

Moment of the politics of education 
RQ1: What is the current political view 
on peace education and how does this 
influence the implementation of 
peace education in Sri Lanka? 
 
First sight: GOOD 
-National policy on peace education 
-Dedicated people 
-Different activities in 2014 
 
HOWEVER: 
-Lack of island-wide implementation 
-Insufficient funding 
-Less priority in Ministry of Education 

Moment of educational practices 
RQ2: How is peace education 
implemented in the North Western 
province? 
 
  
- Curriculum 
  
- Co-curricular activities 
  - Student parliament 
  - Schools in love program 
  - Pals of two cities program 
  - Inter-religious program 

 

Moment of educational politics 
RQ3: What structural and contextual 
factors influence the implementation or 
effect of peace education as described in 
the national policy on peace education in 
the North Western province? 
  
- Exam-oriented system 
- Teachers 

- No time 
- Not skilled 

- Lack of training in critical thinking and 
creativity 
- Lack of child-centred education 
- Segregated school system 
- Parents 

Moment of educational outcomes 
RQ4: What are students’ perceptions on 
peace education programs and how does 
peace education influence their 
perceived ability to be strategic actors 
towards social cohesion in Sri Lanka? 
  
- Positive experiences: 

- Attitude change 
- Think towards social cohesion 
- Respect cultures 

- Willing to help less privileged peers 
- Perceived ability to be strategic actors: 

- Local level: yes. National level: no. 
- Need support of an adult 
- Only contribute once they are   
adults 


