
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EDUCATION AND NARRATIVE:  

PARENTAL STRATEGIES OF PROTECTING CHILDREN  

(THE CASE OF ERITREAN REFUGEES IN KHARTOUM) 

 

Context:  

The Republic of Sudan at a glance 

Sudan and problem of refugees  

Eritrean refugees in Sudan   

Eritrean refugee schools  

 

Theoretical framework: 

Education in emergencies; Strategic-Relational 

Approach (SRA); Living History Approach 

 
Research methods: 

- In-depth interviews: 25 children (10 boys and 15 girls) 

and 20 parents (13 female and 7 male).  

- Purposive sample method.  

- The age-range: parents 25-60 & of the children 

11-15.  

- Current literature in the field, children's drawings, 

own reflections and life-history analysis.  

 

Research question: 

What strategies and narratives do 
refugee parents use in the process of 

educating their children and how do 
children react to them? 

 

Contact: Nebil Ahmed Kusmallah  

  nebilakm@yahoo.com 

Children’s reactions to parental strategies and 
narratives.  

 Strategies and narratives seem to operate 

effectively; they are continuously weighed and 

seriously questioned. 

  Viewing their own past differently than their 

parents' children showed no interest in the latter 

narratives.   

 They showed by contrast great interest in the 

narratives of the present, but remained 

concerned about actual opportunities.  

 They were particularly sceptical about parental 

narratives of the future and the UN 

resettlement progrmame. 

 

Findings:   

Education as parental strategy for  
 

Ensuring safety and family unity; securing a bright 

future; maintaining cultural ties; keeping education 

cost low 

Education as a strategy is reinforced by narratives 

of the past, present and future 

 

 

Conclusion:  

Despite having virtually no outside support, Eritrean refugee parents were able to move on their own from the 

initial settlement in the Northern camps to Kassala and Khartoum in order to improve their children's future 

prospects. Their resilience in a limiting environment falsifies the dominant view of refugees as dependent 

victims. This study made the role of refugees in general and the role refugee parents in particular visible, a role 

that the development and humanitarian-aid industry tends to ignore (p. 75). 
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