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Insights from Studies on Education's Role in Conflict 

IS Academie event Wednesday 18 March 2015 

 

Programme 

12.00-12.45 Network lunch – Meet & Greet between UVA students, staff of the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and Dutch civil society. 

12.45-13.45 Presentations - new ideas and the latest insights from field studies on 

education in relation to conflict and peacebuilding. 

13.45-14.15 Break. 

14.15-16.15 Public lecture by Jelte van Wieren (Deputy Director, Stabilisation and 

Humanitarian Aid Department, Ministry of Foreign Affairs), and Dr. 

Tejendra Pherali (UCL Institute of Education, University College 

London). 

12.00-12.45 Network Lunch – MEET & GREET between UVA students, staff of the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs, and Dutch civil society  

While enjoying lunch, a network session will be organized to connect students, staff of the Ministry 

of Foreign Affairs, and Dutch civil society representatives. This is an excellent opportunity to discuss 

potential ways of cooperation for fieldwork research projects of UvA Master students that connects 

to the work of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and NGO’s in the field.  

12.45-13.45 Presentations - New ideas and the latest insights from field studies on education in 

relation to conflict and peace building 

Graduated students of the Master programme International Development Studies of the University 

of Amsterdam will present on their master thesis research findings. To make this part of the 

programme more dynamic, the students prepare short poster presentations (5 min.). The audience 

will be subdivided into smaller groups, visiting each of the students to listen to the students’ 

presentation and engage in discussion on the research outcomes (15 min. per round).  

13.45-14.15 Break 



14.15-16.15 Public lecture 

“Setting the scene: Humanitarian response to Syrian refugees in Jordan”  

Jelte van Wieren (Ministry of Foreign Affairs) 

A humanitarian response to refugees in the Jordan region requires an integrated approach. First, 

more attention should be paid to refugees’ self-reliance. Second, support for refugees should be 

balanced with support for communities in host countries such as Jordan, which have to deal with 

often high numbers of refugees. This presentation will address various questions such as what the 

humanitarian implications are of issues such as those highlighted above means, and how to work 

towards achieving sustainable solutions for Syrian refugees and the Jordanian host community.  

“Exploring challenges of educational response to Syrian refugee crisis in Jordan” 

Dr. Tejendra Pherali (University College London) 

Education for refugees in protracted crises has become a contested and convoluted phenomenon in 

terms of its vision, curriculum and pedagogies. This is a new educational challenge created by new 

wars and therefore requires an unconventional explanation and political solutions. Since the Syrian 

conflict started in 2011, over 3.8 million Syrian people have fled to neighbouring countries. More 

than one third of the refugee population constitutes school-age children, of which 46% are out of 

school. This presentation will explore the provision of education to Syrian refugee children in 

Jordan and will specifically focus on challenges relating to access, quality and goals of education for 

refugee children in this host country. 

 

 

This day is organized by the IS Academie Education and International Development, in the context of the 

Master’s course ‘Politics of Education, Conflict, and International Development’, coordinated by Mieke Lopes 

Cardozo. For more information, please contact Mariëlle Le Mat –  research assistant IS Academie Education 

and International Development –  M.L.J.leMat@uva.nl. 
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