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 “THE GOVERNMENT CANNOT BREAK US ANYMORE BECAUSE WE ARE-

BOUND  TOGETHER IN EDUCATION”  

   Why this research? 

 Educational initiatives have been set up on the Thai-Burmese border to educate the many displaced Burmese 

young people now living there and prepare them to return to Burma and make positive change in the country.  

Political changes in Thailand Burma are making the situation very precarious for both displaced people and 

initaitves working with them. 

 

Research Question 

Young displaced people living on the Thai-Burmese border face changing political 

contexts and challenges. Within this context, how are educational initiatives being 

used to meet the needs of young displaced people in preparing them to contribute to 

a “free, peaceful and democratic Burma”?  

 

 
 

   Findings 

   Setting the scene 

 People in Burma unaware of realities of their country due to bias education system, bias media, lack of connectivity and silenced through 

fear  

 “If you go to school, you eat the rice. If you don’t go to school you eat rice”. Uneducated teachers, learning through memorisation,  

prohibition on questions, corporal punishment, tuition 

 Education on the border is free, higher quality and more relevant. Critical thinking is encouraged  

   The needs and challenges of young displaced people 

 Community and societal needs - “They should teach me to be able to lead the community, to know 

about the community, how to improve, how to help the community” 

 Socio-political needs - “The whole Burma...need freedom. We have to work together, the whole Burma, 

all ethnics” 

 Skills-based needs “When I was in Burma I learnt how to memorise, but when I came to Thailand I  

learnt how to think” 

 The need for opportunities - “It’s not fair for the student. They have to try so hard, they spend a lot of 

time on education, but it’s useless” 

 

Theoretical Framework 

 Post-colonialism  

 Constructivism  

 Education and peacebuilding  

 4Rs  

 Youth Agency   

 

Methodology 

 In-depth, semi-structured interviews 

 Focus Groups 

 Analysis of program documentation 

 Cultural and personal reflexivity 

 Participants: Young people and educators 

   Recommendations 

 Continued donor support is needed and redistribution of funds needs careful consideration 

 Young people need historic and political knowledge, interaction with other ethnic groups and  

community change knowledge 

Conclusion 

 Education on border crucial to 

improving lives of young  

people and enabling them to 

contribute to positive change 

in Burma 

 Border education is enhancing 

agency of young people to 

contribute to free, peaceful 

and democratic Burma 
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